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Nurses back Musqueam in battle over burial site 
 
Call on provincial government to ensure respect for the First Nation’s 
cultural needs and protection from condominium development 
 
More than 32,000 unionized nurses in BC have come out in support of the Musqueam people and their 
fight to preserve the Marpole Midden site in south Vancouver from condominium development. 
 
In a letter to the provincial government today, the BC Nurses’ Union says it “stands with and supports 
the Musqueam people’s effort to protect their sacred site at the Marpole Midden from development.   
We strongly encourage their opportunity for repatriation and a respectful and culturally appropriate 
burial of (the Musqueam’s) ancestors’ remains.” 
 
Union president Debra McPherson urges the government to take action that “acknowledges and acts on 
the distinct circumstances, rights, and culture of the Musqueam people.  
 
“The time for reconciliation is now, and the Musqueam people have long indicated they are active 
participants and are at the table.  Please join them in dialogue and action for a healthier, dynamic future 
for all British Columbians.” 
 
McPherson says given the legacy of colonialism and cultural oppression of aboriginal people – such as 
the imposition of residential schools – the outcome of the dispute over the Marpole Midden will directly 
impact “the health of the Musqueam people today and possibly for generations.”   
 
The letter was directed to Premier Christy Clark, Forest Minister Steve Thomson and Aboriginal Affairs 
Minister Mary Polack.   
 
McPherson writes: “It is our understanding that the Musqueam people have expressed openness and 
willingness to work with all parties involved. Their idea to transform the land into a public cultural 
heritage park (with no loss to the developer, city, or taxpayers) and share their traditions with all peoples 
indicates they are a committed contributor to reconciliation within the Province.” 
 
For more information contact:  
Debra McPherson (BCNU President)  604-209-4253 
Art Moses (BCNU Communications)  604-868-4259 

 


