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The Musqueam territory is seeing an increase in several projects that 

relate to building new or updating existing infrastructure to move en-

ergy products.  These energy products include liquid natural gas 

(LNG), natural gas (in its gasous state), heavy oil (diluted bitumen), 

coal, electricity, jet fuel and other refined oil products.  Most of these 

energy products will require transport by water (ocean and river); 

added together these energy projects create a cumulative effect for 

Musqueam people, lands and waters.  They also create opportunities, 

if they can be properly developed.   

In response to these projects Musqueam leadership and technical 

staff have been working to understand 

these projects to inform Musqueam mem-

bers about the impacts, and opportunities 

to make informed decisions on whether or 

not these projects are viable in Musqueam 

territory.  Note: these projects have not 

been supported by Musqueam Council or 

membership.  This newsletter is for infor-

mation purposes.    

 

 

Mina Holmes, BA AdEd, JD Law 

Aquatic Habitat Restoration/Energy Projects 

Project Coordinator 

Cell: 604-724-5356   
Email: mholmes@musqueam.bc.ca 

 

Jaime Sanchez, MCIP, RPP 
Energy Projects Coordinator 

Cell: 250-713-1129 

Email: jsanchez@musqueam.bc.ca  

Richard Sparrow 
Fisheries Manager, and 

Acting Intergovernmental Affairs Director 

Cell: 778-994-2905 

email: fisheries@musqueam.bc.ca 
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Energy Strategy Timeline P. 8 

Map right: Overview of key energy projects in 

Musqueam territory. A) Woodfibre LNG Termi-

nal, and Eagle Mountain Woodfibre Pipeline; B) 

TransMountain Expansion Pipeline (Kinder 

Morgan); C/D) Tilbury LNG Expansion 

(FortisBC), and WesPac Marine Jetty (WesPac);  

E) YVR Jet Fuel Pipeline and Jetty (Vancouver 

Airport Fuel Facilities Corporation).  Note: 

A) Woodfibre LNG and 

C/D) Tilbury LNG Expansion 
E) YVR Jet Fuel Pipeline and Jetty 

B) TransMountain 
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Jaime Sanchez    
Jaime is of Chilean/

Mapuche descent and has 

been working with First 

Nations across BC for the 

last 10 years.  

 

Jaime is a RPP (Registered Professional Plan-

ner) and Member of the Canadian Institute of 

Planners (MCIP). Jaime completed his degree 

at the University of Northern BC in 2005, and 

now lives in Snuneymuxw territory 

(Nanaimo), with his wife and two young sons. 

 

He has been involved in working with First 

Nations in northern BC in dealing with major 

pipeline proposals. Jaime is tasked with as-

sisting the Intergovernmental Affairs, and 

Treaty and Lands Department, in dealing with 

several of the major proposed energy projects 

affecting Musqueam including the FortisBC 

Tilbury Expansion, FortisBC, YVR Jet fuel 

pipeline, etc.   

 

Mina Holmes   

Mina is Dakelh’ from 

the Northern Interior 

of BC living in the 

Musqueam communi-

ty.  

 

Mina has a Juris Doc-

torate (Law Degree) from the University of 

British Columbia and a Bachelors of Arts 

(Adult Education) from the University of the 

Fraser Valley. Mina is tasked with providing 

coordinative support on energy related projects 

affecting Musqueam.  

 

Mina brings a strong sense of community en-

gagement through facilitation and helpful com-

munications across diverse groups. While at-

tending  law school as a single parent, Mina 

achieving her goals by utilizing excellent or-

ganizational skills coupled with commitment 

and dedication. She is experienced in project 

management and successfully working within 

First Nations traditions. 

The Musqueam Energy Projects team is dedicated to 

ongoing efforts to ensure Musqueam’s traditional 

lands and territory are protected. This commitment is 

built upon making sure membership is aware and en-

gaged in the process.  

Please watch for upcoming Open Houses and Com-

munity Engagement events in the coming weeks.  

Energy Projects Team 

Currently, fuel for the Vancouver International Air-

port (YVR) is supplied by a 6” pipeline from Burn-

aby that is 40 km long and too small to meet the 

growing needs of fuel at YVR airport.  To offset the 

fuel shortage from the current pipeline there is an 

estimated 25-35 trucks per day that transport jet fuel 

from Cherry Point, Washington to YVR.   This is 

anticipated to increase to up to 200 trucks per day in 

the next 20 years if the Project is not built. 

 

The Project includes: 

 A marine terminal on the south arm of the Fraser 

River, 15 km upstream from the mouth.  Barges 

and tankers would be used to deliver the fuel to 

the marine terminal (across from the existing 

Tilbury LNG facility). 

 A fuel receiving facility, located near the marine 

terminal.   It includes 6 storage tanks with a total 

capacity of 80 million liters. 

 And a 15 km-long pipeline that is 12” in diam-

The Oil and Gas Commission (OGC) is a BC 

Crown Corporation that was created in 1998 to reg-

ulate the oil and gas industry.  The OGC reports to 

a Board and is funded by a combination of applica-

tion/annual fees and levies on oil/gas production 

throughout BC. 

 

Several of the energy projects within MIB territory 

will require permitting from the Oil and Gas Com-

mission including: 

 FortisBC – Tilbury LNG – permits completed  

 FortisBC – Eagle Mountain Woodfibre Pipeline 

Project. BC Environmental Assessment review 

is currently underway, and a decision from BC 

is expected in the late summer/early fall of 

2015; 

 Kinder Morgan – TransMountain Pipeline.  The 

National Energy Board is in charge of review-

Kinder Morgan is proposing to expand its existing 

1,150 km pipeline that was originally built in 1953 

from Burnaby, BC to Strathcona County (near Ed-

monton, Alberta).  This $5.4 billion dollar project 

could increase the existing capacity of the system 

from 300,000 barrels per day to 890,000 barrels 

per day.  This project would also require the ex-

pansion of three new berths at the Westridge Ma-

rine Terminal in Burnaby (illustration below), and 

14 new storage tanks in Burnaby. 

This new pipeline would carry heavier oils, includ-

ing crude or bitumen.  Bitumen is a thicker and 

heavier form of petroleum and is found in northern 

Alberta’s oil sands.  In order for bitumen to be 

transported via pipeline, condensate (diluents) are 

added to reduce bitumen viscosity and density. 

 

The National Energy Board is conducting a review 

of the TMEP project, and is expected to make a 

recommendation to the Federal Government Cabi-

net in January 2016.  Musqueam is one of the 

many First Nations involved in reviewing this pro-

We are of one heart and mind 

nə́c̓aʔmat tə šxʷqʷeləwən ct  
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FortisBC is proposing to upgrade existing Tilbury Liquid 

Natural Gas (LNG) facility in Delta, which has been oper-

ating since 1971.  This $400 million dollar expansion does not require an environmental assessment (EA), 

but does require permits from the Oil and Gas Commission (OGC) which were issued in May 2014. 

 

Construction for the LNG expansion has already begun of a new LNG storage facility. FortisBC expects to 

be completed their first phase (1A) in 2016. Expansion Phase 1B will occur from 2015 to 2018.  If WesPac 

agrees to move ahead with their Marine Jetty Project, construction will occur between 2016 and 2018.  By 

2019 FortisBC expects to have completed all construction of the expansion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodfibre LNG Limited (owned by Singapore-based Pacific Oil and Gas Group) proposes to 

construct and operate a liquefied natural gas export facility on the previous Woodfibre Pulp and 

Paper Mill site located approximately 7 km west-southwest of the urban centre of Squamish, 

British Columbia. The facility would have a storage capacity of 250,000 m3 and would produce 

up to 2.1 million tonnes per year of liquefied natural gas.  It is anticipated that 80 trips per year 

(40 inbound, and 40 outbound) of LNG Carriers (174,000 m3), or 6-8 LNG Carriers per month.  

The BC Environmental Assessment Office is currently reviewing this project 

Tilbury LNG Expansion area 

FortisBC is proposing the Woodfibre Eagle Mountain Pipeline Project (Woodfibre Pipeline) which 

would seek to construct and operate an approximately 47 km long 24 inch diameter natural gas pipe-

line that will generally parallel (i.e., loop) a portion of its existing pipeline from the area north of the 

Coquitlam Watershed in Metro Vancouver to Woodfibre, southwest of Squamish, BC. The pro-

posed Project also includes the installation of additional compression at existing compressor stations 

located at Eagle Mountain in Coquitlam and Port Mellon north of Gibsons, as well as a new com-

pressor station located in Squamish, BC.  This project is undergoing an environmental assessment 

by the BC government; Musqueam is currently reviewing details of this project—a Musqueam com-

missioned report will be completed by mid-July 2015.  

 

WesPac Midstream Vancouver LLC (WesPac) 

is proposing to construct and operate a marine 

jetty that will include the transfer and loading 

of liquid natural gas (LNG) onto barges and 

carriers.  LNG will be supplied by the existing 

(and newly expanded) FortisBC Tilbury LNG 

Plant, located directly adjacent to the WesPac 

project. It is expected that up to 90 LNG barg-

es, and up to 120 LNG Carriers per year will 

use the new facility. Existing infrastructure 

along the foreshore of the project will be re-

moved, and new infrastructure built for the 

barge/LNG carrier loading.  This project re-

quires an environmental assessment, including 

studies to determine the impacts to Musqueam 

rights. 

WesPac Marine Jetty Project 
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Energy Projects - Musqueam Principles and Strategy

Energy Projects Affecting 
Musqueam Territory

TransMountain 
Expansion – Kinder 

Morgan

Eagle Mountain 
Woodfibre Pipeline - 

FortisBC

Tilbury LNG Expansion 
– Fortis BC

Woodfibre LNG 
Terminal

WesPac Marine Jetty

YVR Jet Fuel Pipeline

Coal – PMV (shipping)

Oil by Rail, Oil by 
Tanker, Oil by Truck

Oil, Gasoline, 
etc.

Natural Gas 
and LNG

Electrical

Type of 
Energy

BC Hydro – Various, 
upgrades, etc.

Other

Perceived and Real 
Impacts to Musqueam 

Rights and Title

Fish and 
Habitat

Water Quality

Air Quality

Cultural Sites

Archeological 
Sites

Economic

Land alienation

Safety to 
Fishers

Strategic Options

 Based on research and 
analysis done by 
Musqueam

 Informed by assessing 
impacts to Musqueam 
rights, lands, waters and 
culture

 Directed by membership 
and leadership

 Implemented by 
leadership and technical 
staff – membership 
benefitting or protected 
from projects

 Develop Musqueam 
Energy Strategy – to guide 
leadership and 
assessment of projects

 Benefits to Musqueam 
members and future 
generations

 ...etc...

Musqueam Principles 
(not in order of importance)

Cumulative 
Effects

Protect fish and waters

All things are connected and sacred

Information required before 
decisions can be made

Create opportunities for Musqueam 
people to restore, protect and 

benefit from the land and waters

Create opportunities for Musqueam 
people to share and build their 

knowledge and skills

Building a healthy nation with 
healthy people

Traditional values guide our 
decisions

All guided by Musqueam Vision, 
Mission and Values

Membership must be informed and 
be part of decision making

etc...

...others….


